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JIM GRCVES

Since this is ny first editorial you're probably curious as
to hou I intend to rum it end VZCTOL. :Jell actually nuch of ny
editorial policy will be decided by what you,the readerg,want -
thet is if you let me know what it is that you vant. nowever
unless there is opposition Iron you over then I have cortain ideas,
Firstly sinece I an editor I carn't feature ny own work outside of
the oditorial - co in it I'll rauble on about ony subject that
takes ny fancy. Secondly there 1s ny policy rogarding articles,of
course I'd like to Teature originel naterial only,but this looks
liko belns inpossible so that there will be a certain anount of Te«
print material. This will be from auatevr sources(fanzines that is)
and will consist of serious ortioles about 2f and related noterial
that past of zyou wrovld not otherwise soe. Tho only cxcention to
this rule is the sinopmle fonzine reprint section . iten, This will be
& goneral reprint choson purely on nerit to show ycu what other
sort of thing can be found in fanzines.

hat. sort of tking do you vant in VECTOR? I've been told that
I should keep everything on a sorious plane aince you don't like
hunour - is this so ? Its also been suggested that I should ignore
Fandon altogether - is that what you want ? Frankly,what do you
wont for VECTOR ? You lct me know and I'll do ny best to oblige.:

The only way that I canr learn what you want is if you urite,
even il you only say *I liked this,I didn't liko that® it beips,
although it doesn't rake n very interesting letter. Congtructive
criticisn is cven more welcone and articles for these poges will
probably £end ne dolorious with joy.

SOIE TIOUCITS 01 Tt B3Wa.

How,afteT ovor tuo yoars of existance,its tinc to ¢ritieelly
exanine the assoclation's organisation,ains,and activities and if
?goessary change them. To start the ball rolling here arc a few

eas,

To start with I'll define one or two tems that T'll be using
so that those of you vho nay not be familiar with thenm will Lnow
what I'n talliing about.

First Faas and Fandon. Fags are sf readers vho,brought to-
gether by this putual interest,correspond abovt it and other
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subjects,write for,edit,and publish amateur magszines(fanz.ines)
and hold annual corventlons. Fandom 1s in fact & world wide group
uniting pecple of eimilar interests. Fans are thersforc not only
sf readers but also members of a loosely organlsed group whose
activities cover a vory wide rango of interosts.

On the other hand by Readers T mean thoge people who read and
enjoy sf but who do pot belong to Fandom. Therefore ons could say
that Fans are Readers but that Readers are not necessarily Fans.

Now as to the fornation of the association - this was done
entiraly by fans - neccessarily so since they were the only group
around orgapised emough to start with. One of the major reasons for
the formation was that for some time groviuus Fandom had boon run-
ni short of mambera. It was hopad that of those Jolaning the assoc-
iatlon pome at least would want to go further amd join Fandonm{as
some agtually did). I an nyself oune such new nembor, However in
order to justify tho namc of tho assoolation tho purposo was statod
to bo that of promoting thc wrlting and publishing of good sr.
Actuelly this was only half tho casc,tho othor half boing difficult,
if not lmpossiblo,to oxplaeln to non-fans.

I feel that the only way to Tesolve any conflict of interosts
betwsan the Fan and Reedar types,especislly in VECTOR,1is to con-
centrate on the thing thet they have in comnon - & love of sf. This
then le what VICTOR should and,if I hove my way,will do. Fandom
will not intrude to any great extent; just enough to ensure that you
know that it exists apd can be contected if you want to fipd out
more about 1t., VZCTOR will concentrate on the si' interests of both
Fan and Resdar eand leave the fannish side of things to the fanzines
I mentionsd perlisr on. Both Fans end Readers can cooperate no tha
task of boosting good sf wiether or no they sec eye to oye on
other things.

PSIING FOR_THE HOON.

I hava given my views on tha functioning of tho psi powecrs
olsewhore so I'1l not go into that sgain herc. Howover T am golng
to quostion tho way in which psi has boon handled by thoso who now
back 1t. This concoarna that,by now,famous Hioronymous nachino.
Leaving asido the stray thoughts that I'vo hod on that nanme -
Hioronymous...Anonyrtous{?),I'1} get to thc main point. Tho normal
run of psi phonomora aro hard to record and cven harder to substant-
iate. Hancs,of course,they arc oasy to ridieuwlo. Vhonr Campboll first
announcad tho Hlerooymous mochine thon,TI wes alated with tho thought
that hare for the first timo was a psi manifostation that could bo
noasured ond stwdicd by the normal processas of scientifie ipvost-
lgation { thc lack of which had detcrod tho orthodox sciontists
from accepting them belorc). NWow,I thought,Canpbell is golng to
produco somo concrote evidenco for psi.

I'vo had a scientific education se I'm icelined to be scept-
ical about this type of thing,but I try to presorve an open nind.

So whon Canpbell preduced thie machino I waes proparcd te grant hin
his 1daa that just becausc a conponont is designed to do onc job
that doosn't moan that it cannot do another as woll. I pgagged a
1ittlc whon hc workod 1t witheout a power source,but,give him ropo,
aftor all it is supposad to bc 0dd anyway. I gaggod a little more
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when he drew hls circults on paper in ink but,renembering printed
circuits, I kept gquiet and woited,and waited,and waited. And what
did T get - Campboll connitted himself to the extent of saylng that
he had dons a lot of experinenting with the machinc;ne results were
forthconing houever. ife were told that the indieation of a reading
on the machine was that the plate beecare sticky - but not what sort
of stickiness nor whcther he nade any tests to see if it could
possibly be due to static or sweat or any other mundane reason.
Then agoin,does it get proprecsively stickier as one approaches the
reading or does it only become sticky at tho exact point? Yet again
what does 1t indicate - do you for instaonce get differant readings
for jdenticnlly sized cubes of different meterlals or not? Does it
indicate size,shape,the nature of the matorial,its purity,nass or
colour?

The main reasor that I ask these questions is that in VECTOR
7 thoro 15 a lotter frox Doc Vieir in which he claims to havo done
chenical anmalyscs with this machine - agaln no dctolls. low about
an artlelo on thls by onc of thoso people who have donc somc vork
on thc machine? I'1l publish it if you'll write it.

T find that the less evidence that I can see about these
things the nore sceptical I bscore untll at last,I suppose,Ttll
Just have to neke opne of these gadgets for myscll and do ny own
experimgnts.

WRITE !}

Due to the lact that I lack a tolepathie =ense I carn't read
your minds to find out what you think of this issue -~ did you like
it or net? The eonly way I can Tind out 1s by you writing a letter
of comnmont. Failing o letter I can only assuns that you arc -

a) completaly satisficd,
b) illiterate,oT
c) doad. {(dclcte as nocassary)

Barbed ronarks,polson arrows,pats on the back,articles,art-

work,litorally anything will be wolcome - so URITE!

PRIMBRSIULP LIST {eontanucd from pnge 11.}

H.53 J.0.Linwood. 10 ierdow Cottayn:e, Fetherficld, lettinghumshere.

M.25 J.P.Petrizio. 72 Glenverloch Crescent, Edinburgh 9.

.71 E.S.Gooch, 1b Salisbury Rocd, Southsce, Hanta,

4.172 Aunsus kitehell Wott, 47 Stanton foed, Luton, Deds.

A.173 John Derbyshive. 62 Friars Avemue, Delenre, lorthounton.

H.174 F'rancis F. kobbs. 14 Abel Closc, Adeyfield, Herel Hempsiesd, llerta.

CHALGLS GF ADDRESS. N
10,161 rike Woorcock. 18, Ecatrice Ave, horbury, S..7.16.



THE
SECRETARY’S
REPORT

ELL.. PARKER.

Vs pronlsed that if VECTOR were late thers would be a lews-
letter explaining why this was so; unfortunatly we were umable to
inplement this promise becausc the hold-op wos ¢ausod by the non
arrival of the necascary paper. Lo paper,no VZCTOR or anything
elsa. Having abtained delivery of this precious connodity ve can
put in our order for further supplies before we actually need then,
so it shouldn't hoppen again. Accept our apologles?

I have been wondering how we ¢ould enlargo our memborship,
and the idca occurod to mo of trylng a *monmborahip drive'. Fow
doos the idee sppoel to you? One of our aumder has aelrcady thought
of it for himsclf; hc docsn't say if hets begun it tho',and ho
thinks it might wori. I don't nmcan that we should ren the BSFA
own tho throats of anyonc we know rceds sf,but I can’t see a

4
objections to letting them know that we oxist and g asti trhat
maﬂge ncngership in gur ?‘geociatio;-n wn'uld bg 0? intgggsg tggthem.

Like to~tTy it out? Ecoh pember to try and gain us one pore.

In an effort to find out why past nembers hadn’t rejoined,I
wrote and asked one of then his reesons for allowing his subscrip-
tion to remain lapsed. You might bte interssted fin his reply. "Iy
idea before jolning was to do so for a limited perioed,sa that at
least I would have done a little to support ths effort. lell,I did
50,and decided that I had too many other comniiaents to go on pay-
ing oct £l p.a.....I don't say tho thought 'all 1t gets Do is
YECTCOR at 5/~ a copy' occured to me as it did to others. lio; T
Jooked at tho original sub in the light of a donation to a dagserv-
ing causo. Ono can‘'t kocp on donating. At lecast,I can't. T feel
rightly or wrongly,that' the BSFA is chiofly for new fans,hot old
onag like mo. Ox if not,it should bo,surcly?"

The £ingl sentance ln the shove letter soceris to me to inply
that onoe a nember of the BSFA makes his contacts with other fang
es..s0F renderg,he is going to rind the Assoclation of no further
use t¢ hin and we shall lose him. I don’t know about that. I an
as far lnvolved in fandon as it's possible to be and remain sane,
and T find thet pembership in the BSFA gives a fillip to my enjoy-
ment of things fannish, Still,that was only one opinion. I've yet
to find out how the othera feel.

Of all thae letters sent in to the editor that I've seen,only
five hod any comment to neke on the suggested changes in the Con-
stitution., All five are agreed that the idea of a Vice-Chalrman is
a good one,but onc of then adds the thought:"why not Vico posts
for two of tho offieccs.” Yat another comes up with tho idea of
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heving deputles for all officers. Therge are difficulties,some of
which were pointed out by Archie liercer. The pain point he makos

is the valld one thot pmaybe it's a bit too much to cxpect someona
to commit thomsolves for two ycars. Fanily circumctancos may chengo
says Archie,making it necessary for the nenber to drop all aetivity
for o while or even for good. T don't honaeztly think it would
happen oftan gnough to warrent dropping tho scheme altogether. Our
nain trouble licz in the fact that so many of our pembers aro

under 21 which makes them incligiblo Tor service onm tho committoc.
This discussion will be continuod in the Howslotters.,and tho acxt
VZICTOR 1f 1t goos on that long.

Thore have been sone helpful suggostions sont in by somo of
the nombors,and they should provoke sonmc talk among you. Romonmbor
overything suggested is up for discussion by YOU,and wo arce inter-
cstod 1p beering your oplolons,not only on the ideas alrcady put
to us but on anything clsc ez wcll. John Challonor suggests we pake
nso of the postol tallot for clceting effiecrs,available only to
thoso not actuelly attconding the Annual Convention. Imnmcdiatoly,
on¢ snag comos to nind. l'ow about tho momber who hac overy lantent-
%on of %oTin% t% the Copvention and thorcforc dogsn’t botker t0 use

bo postel vdto? Somcthing turns up to prcvont hin?hcr otting
thoro - and it appcn - So s?hc has no vote rocorscd. In the
caso of e closa fight between candidates for the same post,one vote
could meke all the differoncc. 4s an altornative to thc whole of
the cloctions being donc by post,vhat do you faol about it7 Vhen
tho original idea of thc postal ballot wes mooted it uas thought to
have all the voting over and dono with beforo tho Convontion thus
using tho timc spent at the 4G in uscful discussion.

Joc Patrizio comcs up with a couplc of hegutics. In tho case
of a postal vote he suggoasts that the sponsor scnds the name of
hig nomineo and that of thc socondors along with tho maln argum-
ont for tho condldatc to somoone other than tha cditor of VECTOR.
But suraly,Joc.the place to scnd thoo is to tho Secrotary? Joc
also asks if it would Le possibla to grant voting rights to ovor-
8CAs mombors on paynont or the full subscription. This involvos
croating yot another catogory of omomber: that of ovorscas ncobor
with voting rights. Iiow about this Archio? Il this is agrocd on wa
shell havc to take into considoration tho longth of timc it takos
for any of our publications to rcach them and for thoir rcplies te
recach us. Do you think therc will bo sufficicnt intorest shown by
ovoraosa mombars to nake them want to voto. Como on in you oversoas
mcmbors,this concerns you. lYould you take advantage of the opport-
unity to vote,and would you have any interest in doing £o0?

\Yhen you write,send gll letters to tho editor,but it would
help if you could arrange to put additional suggestions or any
ammandment.s to those already rade on a separate sheet of paper,so
that whan I borrow them I don't nmess up tho editer‘s letter file
toc much. Letters can be as lcng as you like to manke them. Fred
Hunter mistoox me when he thought I wes saying keep your letters
brief; not so Fred,only any suggcstions you may opake.

This nust be all for now. I can't wait to run VECTOR off and
sae what's in 1t! I'1) be back with you noxt month.



TREASURERS
REPORT

| ARCHIE IERCER. |

Aftar virtually promising you an interin roport on thc ifarch
Quattor,l know have tho job of trying to mako cxcusos for tho
fact that this hos not beeh dono. I have o numbar of cxcellent
rcasons for this,ono being the foct that duc to the change-over
of efficers,I'm still 1o thc process of trying to arrivo at o
fingl rcekaning with last ycar's set,uvhcrors thasc lattor aro try-
ing to havo 0 woll carncd rest imstocd of acoounting for tholir
cxpanditure in the epproved fashlon. Howover,I'll havo to gat
togothor somo sort of holf-yoorly report come July,and with that
ono must porforcc bo coentaent.

Tho position of bygonc zccounting pecricds is os follows:both
mysalf £nd the duditor have rceported soparately on the nomlaool
ycar to Junc 195%9. I hove reportod on the half-ycar to Dacembor
1959,but as yct the audltor has not. Howevar,I have got out somc
flguros basced on the cntiro nominal yoor-cnd-a-half to Daocombor,
soma of whioch I presonted orally at the .L.G.li.,and which I now
RIO osc to go into somowhat merc fully.

HALYSIS OF EXPEIBES =~ HOMIIGL YEAR-~AMD-4~ILLF TO DEC. 1959.

L ] d percantaga.

General 34 17 3 o
wdvertising 10 14 5 6.42
VECTOR 93 T 31.81
HEW VORLOS indox 5 9 5 3.28
GLLXY indox 4 10 -1la
NERUL.. indox 1 0 .03
Library 35 6 9 21.18
Convantions 27 2 3 16.25

£166 1?7 6 00.00

AMlocating the first two cetogories of expenditura propor-
tionately among the romeinder,snd combinlag the Indexas for
convonlonco, produccs tho following:

s a percontage
VECTOR 7Q & S 42.08
Tndexos 8 10 5 5,11
Library 47 13 1 28,56
Conveontions 40 9 7 24.85
2166 17 & 100.00

The aspproximato number of mombers at cach of the various
quartor-cnds for tho nominal ycar-and-a-half {including lapsed
mambors,to whom publieations wero sent) were as follows:
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Sept. 1958 56

Dec., 1958 b2l
tarch 1959 110
June 1959 125
Sept. 1959 133
Deec. 19%9

647 copies of VECTOR were thus sent Lo the mocubership. Allow-
ing fer 20 cxtra copies per icsue (B 1ssues) this glves an approx-
inato total of 767 coplies of YECTOR printed,or say 800 for greater
convenience. Thus the cost per copy of VZCTOR according to the first
table cguals £gg.1.7 which cgquols cpproximetly 1/4d4. Or acecording

0

to the socord toble 270.4.5. which cquals approxinatly 1/9d. In
€00

coch case to the ncurest penny.

The everage nuwaber of paid-up uembers per Juarter-cnd wos 102
to the ncarest wholc meober. {This includes membors of all ca%egor-
ics), Afglying thiz to the ltems of cost actually borno out o

13

membership funds,the following toble results:
n s a
VECTOR 953.}1.7, 10 S per
102 member.
LDVERTISING £10.14.5. 2 1 a
102
GEIERAL ADIIIISTRATION 254,17,3. 6 10 "
inelpding contocting 02

new menbors,sdvice

Burcau ctc.
LIBR.RY RzliT..L £27.10.9 L (I O
« 25 per calender year I0%

f£1 010 v

This comparcs fTavourably with the averaoge subserintlon (all
categories) over the period of £1.5.4 per nctber.

Ono other specific account rencine outctanding - the 1960
Convention account. This has not been finalised yet for {among
other reasons)the onc mentioned in connoction with the non-cxist-
gnt liarch nuarter account. Foucver,provisional known figurecs arc as

Follows:

Grose rccclpts from 21l sources £54.4.11
Major known iices of cxponditurc 37.4. ©
Thereforo provisional balance cff 17.0.11

This is still subjcet to o nunbor of cutsztanding ¢loims for
postaga cte,ond iz therefore strictly provisionnl only.

/s
A
/¢« 4&.H. liercer.
Hon. Preasurcr

BS54 Tai



CLRREKT | F1.BERSHIP LISYW

1’2 Erie Bonteliffe,47 JL1ldis 3t.,Great Moorx,Stockport,Ches.

L3 .rchlo Mercer,434/4 licwark Rd.,Morth ilykcham,Llncoln.

114 Torry Joeves,58 Sharrard Grove,3hofficlad,l2.

146 Kon Slater,75 Worfolk St.,\W/isbech,Canbs,

117 Lirc. Ina 3horreck, £ arnot fay,iligher Bebington, firral,Ches.

M8 Lorman Shorrock, i i i . = D

Mi0 Donnis Tucker,™ficklow",B? Ookridge Rd.,High ‘lyconbe,Bucks.

«ll Brien Jordan,86 Piccadilly Rd. ,Burnley,Lancs.

12 Mrs.Jill Jddans,$% Cobden ave. Bittcrne Park,Southampton.

113 Noroman Veodall,20 Palpncrston Drive,Livorpool 2.

N1d Potar West,27 wlfrcdo Rd. ,ihitchurch,Glaem. ,iales.

KH1S Ken McIntyro,l Hylton 9t.,Pluncteond ,london,S.E.10.

17 Migs Ella Parker,151 Conterbury Rd.,Vest Eilburn,London,N./.6.

H18 Potor ifaboy,10 Wellington 3q.,Cheltenhan,Clos,

1519 Ian Hill,9 Corbichill ivenve,Dovidsons ilains,Edinburgh 4.

Lig0 John Rogers,S First Avenue,hshfield,Scunthorpe,lines.

1121 Iliss Ethel Lindsay,Courage l'ouse,G Langley Avenue,Surbiton,
Barrey.

MRZ Peter Chappell,c/o 75 liorfolk Street,ﬂisboch.Cambs.Y

}27 Merodith Chotterton,6Y Pentirc Road,Walthanstow,London,E.17.

1i28 Keith Freemon,1€3 Crayford Roed,Srayford,Kent.

ti32 Yim Groves,29 Lathon Ruad,Sacst Hom,London,E.G.

433 Karl Dollner,19 Palmelre Square,Hove,3ussex.

i34 Yrs. Roberta Cray,l4 Bemnington Street,Choltenham,Glos.

M35 John VWilson,17 Pennyrate,5paldling,Lines.

036 Richard Zllington,P0 Box 10&,Cooper Station,lew York 3,MY,USA.

1141 ¥ike Rosenblun,7 Grosvenor Fark,Lleeds,¥:

1345 1*:15c Audrey Eversfield,B5 Langdoele Koad,Cheltenhan,Glos.

1i44 John Humphries,l9 Bishon Road,Shurdington,Cheltenhan,Glos,

L5 Fohn Challoner,20 Jindernero Roed,Hatherley,Cheltcnham,Glos.

M46 Evrie Jones,44 Barbridge Roed,Hesters Vfay,Cheltenhan,Gles.

M4? C.R.F. Herbert,5l Scott House, irle,Chsltenkan,Clos.

1140 Arthur Ueir,Prinroge Cottoge,Jestonbirt Village,lr. Tetbury,

Glos.

Li50 Raymona Bowen,& The Yews,Gravesend,Kent.
MS2 David Potter,”Bryn Annas",Darnouth,liorioneth,Wales.
1154 Ken Bulner,”Tresco",204 Jollncedow Road,Catford,Londor,3.E.6.
ASS5 Ramsay Wigan,"Karry',Barnhan, Bognor Regls,Suasex.
i'64 D.X. Fowcett,1285 Showell Green Lane,BPirminghanc 13.
065 I’ra, G.H. Carr,5319 Ballord avcnue,Jeattle 7,Washington,USA.
069 George Mims Raybin, 1326 Grond Concourse,Bronx 56,1.Y.,USA,
1170 Derek Oldham,? EBroomfield ,Elstord,Surrey.
1180 Mrs. Allecn Vere Douglas,Corner Cottage,llelen's Bay,Co, Dovun
N. Irelana.
o2 Ian ifcAulay,Ballycorus Grange,kilternun,Cu. Dublin,Eire,
1194 Miss lary Munro,6 Lynnwond Avenuc,Nowcastle-on-Tyne,4.
Horthustberlund.
1198 liichacl Sheppard,49 Abbotsbury RHood,liesthan,Weynouth,Dorset.
0101 Thea Greich,'flesb. - Kastel,llochhelnersir,l.,Cernany.
1102 Jim Cawthorn,3) Yarwick Road,Zarls Court,London.
104 George Locke,B5 Chalsea Gardens,Chelsea Brldge Road,London,
8.1L.1.
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klos

Li11e
11119
1120
k12l

John kicGovern; 2683784 AC licGovern,d ,Eut 183,A Squadron,3 30K,
Po. 3 Uing,R4F Locking,Veston-superdiare;Sonerset.
Ken Cheslin,i8 NHew Farm Road,Stourbridge,ifores.
Peter Davios,l2 Shepherds Broolt Road,Lye,Stourbridge,liorecs,
Mike Kilvert,1l2 Palfrey Road,Jollaston,Stourbridge,.fores.
Fred Hupter,l3 Freeficld Roed,Lerwick,Shetland Isles.
John llacGregor,ll Oxford Terrace,Edinburgh ¢ ,Secotland.
Paul Andrevwe,l John Street,liatdestone,Kent.
Goraid liosdell,”Tairvind” ,Yacht Basin,Thanes Villags,
Chiswick,London,:f.4.
H.P. Blackie,35 Upper Diceonson Street,ifigan.
John Fairley,63 Tudhoe lioor Estate,Spennynoor,Co. Durham.
John Il¢Leod, 33 Renfrow avelue,l'ount Albert,Auvckloand,S./.1.H.G,
Stureg 3edolin,PC Tox 403,VHllingky 4,3weden.
Daniel Polk,170 lest Ceder avenus,benver 23,Colorado,U3A.
John Roberts,45 Branstree Roagd,l’arton,Blackpool,lance.
John Phillifent,41 Ongar Road,London,3.il.6.
Don Ford,Box 19-T,RE;2,Loveland,Ohio,USA
Christopher Dale,20 Ralsigh Road,Wallisdown,Pcole,Dorsct.
Harry Atherton,40 Vater Tover View,lioole Lane,Choster,Ches.
Tohn Hautz, kona Vanne,Goltrim Park,Bray,Co. Uicklow,Bire.
Eryan Trotter,2rd.Palmerston,Ufage,New Zsaland.
Richard Coopor,Flat 3,11/13 St. Leonards Road,Zarling,
London,’f.13.
H. Harrison,Bregnebalkon 10,Bistrup by Sirkergd,Staclland,
Donnark.
iarry Gilbert,l4 Longton Avenue,fithington,ilanchester 20.
John King;593586 lLdmin. Apprentico ¥.ing,Tohn,Fullor House,
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FREE ADVERT PAGE.

Chris liiller,44 Vheatclose Road,Barrow-in-Furness,lancs.
would like to borrow cortain of the pre~1947 British reprints of
ASF, He'’s willing to pay postage and,of course,hse'll take great
oare of them. If anyone ¢on help would they please writs to him.

THE SCIENCR FICTIOL AIID PANTASY GROUP.

Attention the under 25's - would you like to correspond with
others of your age-group who are interested inm sf,fantasy and
probably nmany other mutual interests? If so the S.F.F.G. might be
of interest to you. Write to Jin Linwood,l0,Meadow Cottage,
Hetherfield,Hotts. for further dctails. Information about your
other hobbies and suggestions Tor the group would also bs
woelcome.

MARTED .
The {géém:l!&m issues of the American edition of WEIRD TALES
0¥, - :
1934 April,llay,4ug.,0¢t.,end Dac,
1935 ldarch,July,and Oct.
1936 Jen.,Feb.,July,and Oct.
1937 MNov.
1939 Dec.

Condition is immaterial providing that tha C.L, Moore stories
in them gra complate{plus oovers,if possible,where they are fronm
these gtoriss),if the roquired magezing is bound with others I'm
prepared to bld on the whole lot, Write stating issue,condition,
and prleos to - Jim Groves,?9 Lothom Road,East Eam,London,E.6.

“ 111 any wezber, having joined within the last 6 months or so, who didn't
receive a copy of the current librazy 1liot at the same time a3 their memberahp
card, pleape gat in touch with the Treasurer: Archie Mercer,

434/4 Wewark Roed,
Korth Bykeham.
LINCS.

12



LIBRARY 10753,
by Petar liabey.

The British Fantasy Library.

The current iscue settion of the BFL i1s now being run by the
B3FA librarianjall the curront US science-fiotion magazines are
being circulated at Gd per issue,eech nagazlne teing passod round
on o chain fron member to nenber. Anyone whe wishos to join should
notity the librarian of tho nagazinos roquired,scrding a deposit
from whieh the charge for cach nmegazinoe will be deducted vhon 1t
s sont out. The naggzines being circulated at present are
*Anazing","Analog"{ASF),"Fantastie","Calaxy","Futurs” "I, 'ag.
of Fantasy and SF”,and “Original SF Stories; if “"Fantastic
Universe” reappears 1t will also be circulated.

The Fanzine Foundation.

This has now beon handed over to the BSFA llbrary by the erst-
while custodion,John Rolea. It is hoped that all those supporting
the foundation will c¢ontinue to do s0 - we arg trying to make this
into o master reference collectlon of fanzinos,to be available to
all fans,but our finances will not enable us to subscribe to every
one published,so we arc still dopondant on the generosity of the
publishers! .s the collection is so large,we haven’t besn able to
issue an irdex with the library list supplomen$,but all requests
for loans should be sent to the librarian. Cherges are nomiral,
other than the cost of postege,and arg waived for contributing
publishers - the latter can borrow items for the cost of postage

only.

Additicns to the Library.

The llay suppleoont llsts all items - other thar fanzines -
addod to the liErary sin¢c tho rovisod list was publishod. Itens
of particular intorost include Qti’oill's "Land Under England”,
raviewod by Dr. lWelr in YECTOR 5,Bortrand Russell's two collcotions
of fantnsy and scilenco-fiction short storios,sovoral of [H.G. lollst
books {we hopo to havo his completo short storics alse vory soon),
tha Quataormass sorios,and the magnificont Larousso Encyclopodiao
of Astranonmy. We have also filled soveral of the gaps in our coll-
oction of British sf nogazinecs,having acquircd most of the issucs
of “Tales of Yonder" (nos. 1 and 12 will alse bo added soon),and a
good pany of the issucs of “Necw Worlds® that vcro nocded. Tho
"Seientific American” is being added to the library now also.

Uss of the Library.

A1) menbers in this country are entitled to use the library:
the loan chargo and posinge can be paid either on reguesting the
items required,or on return of them. S%amps arc accepteblo for sums
under 2/6d,but any cressod PO's,or oheques should be payable to
P.H. Iaboy,not the BSFA,n5 the lidrary doos not have its own bank
gccount. Thoro 1s no sct loan period but if othor nombors arc walt-
ing for an item you will bo told so and thon you should rcturn it

within a fortnight.
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BRIAN W ALDISS.

A cartoon epneare? 1n 'Punch' a few seconds ago (goologically
speaking) which depicted tuo blage little schoolboys,hands in pockets,
walking avay froo a Punch and Judy show. Onc boy was saylng to the
other “Hokuz naybe,i/ilkinson,but dachod good thoatro™.

This ie Toughly what I fsel about 2. Crazy maybe,but deshed
good for ome‘s sanity. I've said it bafore,and so halp me I shall say
It again until brainwashing bocomes compulsory:! everything is madly
unlikely. The Mendips,tomorrow’s sunrisc,CadburyTs H{Ik Tray,end
your fingertips - all c¢an bo shoun statistically to be improbabla
enough to be virtually impossible,the blind ravings of chance. ‘Miech
throws grave doubts upon thic beaat called poseibility {title patent-
od herewith). Perheps a now dofinition is necded: the inpossible is
that in which humanity has not yot adjuated itself to boliove.

ST is a limbering-up exercise towards that adjustmont.

It's not the only such exercige,nor ic it even the best - after
all,the religions apd prestidigitation operata in the sams fiald;but
it is the oné wr¢ happen to prcefor. /c? The menboers of tho BSFA and I.

Oh,sinco this is ny first public appearanca ag President of the
Ascoclation,perhaps T ought briefly to introduce mpysslf.

8ince the days of Captain Justice,I'veo given a iot of love e£nd
time to the sf fiold - and have re¢oaeived ouch in return., I am full
of delight end happlness at being so unexpectedly slid into the
presidential chair - a pleasure slightly diluted by uy fear that I
nay not be as usefil as I would like to ba.

I wrote and illustrated oy first sf story at the age of eight.

14



It concerned & wingsd skyscraper which,aided by fifty pronellors,
reashsd the moon., Since lator research seoms to indicate that prop-
ollor power alone ls incapable of getiing any sort of vessal through
space,I like to regard this bit of juvenilia as an early psi story.
H% first appearance in an sT oagazine was way back in July 1954,with
‘Crininal Record' in Ted Carnell‘'s SCIENCI FAITASY. Although oy out-
put is slow,I seen to have had abovt sixty storles published in the
six years sinee then.

Ted hac published rost of these tales,and that - apart fron the
starvation rotes - 1s the way I like it. British =f ic healthy: that
pesaimisn is not dead is ono of the tokens of its health. At last
British writers can think first of the home nerkot. find if our best
stories are no longser syphoned off ahroad,this should be an imports
ant factor in increasing the prostigo of Dritish sf wmegazines.

I baliava too that ¢ growing BSFA ean help that prestige. 3T hasg
¢iven us A lot of pleasurc for a lot of years. If we can comnunicate
that pleasure to outsildors - fime. Lot thoo sec what they’ve been
missing. It 1s a long tine now since ome crept into blacked-out news-
agent-cun-tobacconists',to have one's tinid Do you have an
'Astounding’?" answered with & gruff "“4n astoundins what?", Thora
still remains o considerable and worthwhile way to go before sf is
accepted (by readers,critics,end viewers)ag natter-of-factly as are
detective novels.

Contenporary jungle thought declores the best method of cateh~
ing prey to bhe a silent stalk followed by a silent pounce; battering
blindly efter your quarry,trumpetting your power (8nd your presence)
ie strictly vioux Jeu. From this we also can learn eomething. Bonbast
will got us novhere; Terry Jeoves' silont stell: of curreat U.S, nag-
azinos in VECTOR will de far poro c¢ffective in the long ren. (I'm
only sorry that Bobby Croy has ccased surveying the British scene).

Here surely is a useful job for VECTOR - to cstablish a striet
but perceptivo canon of criticism., Long mey the BSFA be anti-erud.
Can we produce an English ¢ritic as sane as Denon Knight?

Or do we first have to produce a definition of erud? Terhaps
"Holkum maybe,but dashed bad science fiction™?



ARCHITECT
OF THE

E XTRAZRDINARY

The worlk of *‘arvyn Jcale.

MICHEAL MICRCOTK

wlove Eevvyn veole,ond this nust

Lne tiing is cweite olvzouvs L
ke iz onot a acience-Tiction

bve i:ade ¢lecl befurr e uenin
uriter or «lluztracor. o & :dc oceazional corvact with 57
in tle BRET {Je asscred vesitc Jobn Lyndlan in tie wuenderful
SOl ST P UVUR colleetion Hublic hcd 1 1950 and designed the
ato seto for Korel Gane T oL T13ZCW [L01aCl ulen 1t yas prod-
uvced ac B play geone yoown o) but le iz ot really fauailiar
wvith the geare at all.

1erveyn Pealre ic aTobably best Leonm: oiong 3? and Fantasy
rcoders ol liic renorl:rble sctudy in terroxr LOY DLRIIESS,
Eubli:hcd in 'Jonctine ieveri (Tyro ard Jpott]SVDOGP h11dcovers,
nglend; Lallantine LooLu,Aortcovelﬂ,l. e aport f:on this
novelette,iic nas writton only Tour” 1dul rovels -~ the brilliant-
1y conceived yhrolesque cnd Lizarre, 'Titus® trilegy and o :iilder
runtl"j{ﬁclhaﬂc uit» ¢ greater mcrt of spivitual Deaning) T2
TYE {ieinonann,1953).

The unrdagc or t““

Lord of ithe Rilgss 53

t.rllc)(,y is econnaruble to the

- the gtiiesdhere s Teninie-
cent voguely of T OTTL.:0 (wlich Teatze lLas ncver
read) and the conccpc1ou unﬂ = ,lc iz cliost os coipletely
original as auy present-dar novel could g

The trilosy censrices the follouing books (2)V in »rint}s:
TETES CRO..1.,1946; GO EIC..3T,2950 and TITUI JLOIE, L9049,

The action of the {irst twe novels s t alnozt cntlrely in
and around tlhe castle of GCorncnsast,ancestral seat ol the caecicent
ranily of Grean. woen TITES CRO.Y onekes,Lord 3epulehrave,?6th Borl
ol Goru&ngust,has juzt learned tlat he is the Tothei of a Loy -
Titus

rlom this begiriing (the ogincing of Lhe rnain thene,not ihe
Lool) the story grous,assuting dizensions which coread u‘der and
wider as Pedke introduces nore chavaclers into the pattern of the
vork. Prunescuallor,the lit:cable ond ot the sone tine ancoying
docter,vlio is tolcrﬂteg by the Czadly of Croan at its occanionagl




meatings and ceroronies; Fucksia Groen,Titus’ elder sister,with her
sombre secrets and her wild enignas; Gextrude,Countess of Groan,
Titus' oother wbo has seer hin perhaps twleg since his birth and vwho
bas affection conly for her white cuts and wild birds which cover her
negnificent shoulders wich their droppings.

4&nd Steerpilie - horrible,fascinating - alpost pitiable Steer-
pike,with his aspirations of grandcur which drive him to bizarre
murder and the noulding of nadnessos.

4 tiny handful of peorle,theso,plcked at random from the nyrisd
of complex characters Peake has created. There are others. !'r. Flay,
Abiathia Swelter,the nentally deficient twine Corn and Claerice Groan,
Keda of the Bright Cavers,liannic Slogg,Irma Prunesquallor the
Doctor's sister,3ourdust,llaster of Ritual,his ancient son Bargentine,
And there ere many rcore,

These are some of the characters you will meet in the first
novel. s number of new ones appesr in the second novel,and in the
third book,apart from Titus,the cheracters are all new.

Lervyn Peake can handle the two elements of prose writing equal-
ly well - narrativo is superb ana avocntive,sotting mocd and telling
story sometimes with force and vividnces,sonetimes with subtle and
deft imsight; his dialogue can be grand oratory - or elge staccato
phroses spoaringly titten off fron the tongue - or else ranbling re-
pellont insanity - or whetovor fits niood end cheracters bost.

To meot Peakc is to mect & reol artist and writer - one of the
great ones. Ha has this quolity ebout him - hc cannot bo judgoed bo-
sida your Heinlelns and Van Vogts. I =ay this not as a criticiso of
thogse SF writeyrs,but siaply to halp you realise the staturc Pcaka
bhas in tho world of lottors and in %ho cycs of the mon who know lit-
eraturo ~ many of hls fanous contenporaries. Lien of cqual stature.

Licrvyn Pcake doos not,I fcecl,consider himsclf prinarily as a
novolist. His first lovo is drovwing and painting and his novgls are
the creativo overflowr of a rcoarkably scnsitive,porceptive and virile
mind.

¥f you have never secn hils illustrationg for the ALICE baoks,
foxr CRIII.’S HOL3ZIOLD TALES or TIIE RIIE OF THE ALCILHT TARIKER you
bhavo nisscd an expericnco of cnthralling cxcitcpent. It is not only
Poaka's motlculous eraftsnanchip (paralelled,to my knowledge,only by
onc othcr contenmporary illustrator - ¥irgil Finlay) which makes his
pietures so fino - 1t 1s his foclinp for the mpod af the stories he
illustrates. He is an artist complctoly in tunc with tha idcas of
tho suthor whosc work h¢ 1lllustratas - not lcss so whien illustrating
his own books.

For all his gastery of literary pen aond artistic pencil,Peake,
ir most of his poetry,his palntings and drawings,his novels,regards
bimsolf as an intcrprotive contextaincr. Le iz not interested in in-
structing or plling mcssagos onto the heads of the publie,whosc minds
aro alrcody brimming to saturation point from ncssamgos in their news-
popers,thoir visuol ontortainment medias and many of the novels
produccd novdlys.

ilessagos arc obvlous in tho fictinn of other fine writers llke
C.8.Lcwis {a great adnircr of Peoke) and J.R.R. Tolkicn. EBut thoir
massages arc fundcmental ressagos - juct as Peake's work doals with
fundcncntol probleus and situations. Don't think thet T dislile
pesenges vhen they are deftly put over - and whon fhey are inportant,
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Thie,for the cakc of the rocord ard to save sone arguuent ,brings
us back to whot I sald sarlier about 3F. 3F doesn't deal with causes
(for the most part) but with effects. The really graat writers have
slways doalt with fundomentals. Thipk it ovor.

As a poet,llervyn Penko is virtuanlly ignored by his conteopar-
arles 1n the pootry world. His poctry 1s rofreshingly unpretentious
and satisfylng - somc of it,particularly somo of his children's
vergo,shows traocos of Carroll and possibly he might bo sald to owe
something to de la llare,vhon he knew. ifhile thc poatry appeals to me
more than it would to othors witk differcnt tastos,I don't think it
is quite as stipulating as Peake's drawings and novels. I ao not
sure - I should have to look more deeply into that sido boforo I gave
any raoally conclusive critisn.

This,then,is o more glimpsoe at the work of u man whoso proso
and poetry alono would noed @ whole volumo to do it full justico.

llarvyn Poako,hinsolf,was born 1n China on tha 9th July 1911,
oducatod in Chipa thcn in Englend. larriced taevo Gllmoro (2lso an
artlst - and 2= vory good oge) in 1937 ond served in the Army during
the lost orld Var | S Qfgeg wuos first eonoeived whilo Poake was
in the services). He lives (at the timo of writing) fairly quiotly
dovin 1n Surray with his wifc and two youngast childron and he teaches
art in o woll-known London art school. For two yoars hoe has boon a
vory slck men -~ and shows not & traco of sclf-pity in his makc-upi{for
tho 1liness scriously curtajilod his work for o whilo]. Ho strikes
one imncdiatcly as an iatrinsically strong man. Ho is roticent
regarding his own work unless spocifically asked about some point.

A quict mma,ho has a forcc of cheracter which is recognisoble
only in the truo artist. His wifc 1s a charninz and attractivo woman
end 18 also an intorosting convorsationlist ~ sharlng much of hor
husband*'s artistic intogrity. It was Haovc Poskce vho kindly suppliod
e with tho list of Morvyn Pooket's worl: to which I have ndded a few
extra notes ond have appended it to this article.

1. Peoke 15 currently illustrating a book by Balzac and
although a sequzl te Titus 4%“‘% is plconed 1t is onlikely that it
will be appearing (or even started) for some time. He has several
ideas for future books,one of which {possibly to be called The
Greenhorn ) particulsrly intorests mo.

Somctinas thoare is born into ths werld n writor who owos little
to the work of olthor his predccessors or his contomporarics - o mon
who,spontaneously,can burst into prose with something not conscious-
ly originel but noncthecless ncw. Such s man will begin & new phase
in the creation of literature ond will not only ba remombered for
this - but will be kaovwn as the mon who iafluenced not just his owvn

ora,but suceeding eras - and the writing of suoceeding oras.
I can offor no highor pralso for the work of Hervyn Pcako.

THE uﬁﬁE g{ LERVNI E.
thosc books have boen published in Englend oxcopt in the

cases indicated. Unfortunatoly,at this timc,I am not surc of all of

tho publishing dates.

The Novels
TITUS GROAN {d/w by Pcoko) 19486 Eyrc & Spettiswooda.
GORLENCAST " 1950 " "

TITUZ ALOYE v 1959 % 1
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IR PYB (d/w and interior illustrations

by Pceke) 19G3 W.Il. Feinemann
HNoveleita.
BOY IM DARKMESS short novel in the colicetion 'Sometine
liever' 1956 Eyre & 3pottisvuoode and mlsov by
Dallantine Books UZi.
The Poens.
SHAFPE3 AND SOUIDS Chaito & Yindus

THE GLAJSBLOVERS 1950 Eyro & Spottiswoede (in print)
{GORLIUCAST ond THE GLuSSPLOVERS both won the Royal Soclety
of Literaturc's 'itleinepmenn Award®' 1950},

4 Play.
THZ WIT. TO J0O.
Children's o-

-;;-CO\,K-I\ORSL Chatto & Windus
RH’T VITIOUT RTASCII 1944 Byro & Spottiswoode
CAPTALIN SLAUCETERBOARD DROPS

JANCHOR r
LE®TERS FhOI: 4 LOST UICLE 1943 v
(Televised by ITA)

Books of drawings or about Gher.
THE CEE;FT OF TiE LeaD PzlCIL 1946 Allen ‘fingatc
DRIGINGS OT LERVYN PEALR Groy dolls Press
FIGURES OF SPEACT ).9C4 Gollanez
Books illustratod by ['crvyn Peoke.
TIZ IULTING OF TIZ SHARK {(Carroll) Chatte & Windus
{in print 4/-)

ALJCE IIT VOLDERLWD - TIROUGI TiT

T.OOKING GLASS {Corroll) 1954 Allen Wingats
GRD1:'S NOUSENOLD TALES 1946 Eyrc & Spottiswoode
RIIE 01" TUE ANCIENT iARINER (Celderidge)

1349 Chatto & Windus
TREASURE ISLAND {3tevenson) Byro & Spottiswoode

DR. JEKYLL AMD iJ:. HYDE (Stevenson) Folio Society
THE SWIS3 PAITILY ROBINSON (iyse) Heirloom Library

THy WOWDERFUL LIFE OF TOli TIWULB Rediojanst {Swedcn)
THE QUEST FOR SITA {Sollis) Faber & Faher
PRAYER3 A} CRACES & I0RE PRAYZRS

AlD GRACES ({Laing) ollancz
VUITCHCRAFT 1IN EIIF‘LuND (Ticle) Batsfords
THOU SHALT NOT 3UFFER .1 JITCH iZethuan

The TCLACKBIRD Allen Vfingote
LIEI Cresset Press
ADVEITURES OF & YOUJ& S0LDIER I

SLARCH OF 4 BETTER WORLD {(Joad) Faber { Faber
THE BOOK OF LYOMIE (ii.B. Drake) Falcon Press

Larvyn Peake's illustrations have uppeored in a mmber of nag-
azinos and he dosigned the stage szets for the play by Earel Capck
THE INSECT MENACE. Mis pmintings huve beon oxhibited 1n many gsller-
ies and he has an exccllent reputetion as a child portrait artist.

19



FOR

YOUR

INFURMATILN

This ecoluvnm i5 intended to ajpoar irrogularly,as infornation
cones to hand,and ill tell you of nagazines,books and other Lftons
out of tha noroal un of tiings that youo may find ol lnterest,

In this first ¢olunn I intend to dzal with rovicwa of sono
anateur nepgacines,vuhich deal with sf and fantasy and vwhich you nay
like to obtain.

¥E.J FROITIZKS cditod by llorn itetcalf,Terra rouse,P0 Dox 336G,
Bsrkeley l,Califoraia.,photo-offeot;guarterly;subscrintion rates -
single iszues 30¢ or 2/-,4 isaves for l. or 6/-.
British agent Jipn Croves,29 Lathon Road,3ast [iae,London,Z.G.

Two issuoes bave gnpeared so for.
#1 - This coptaing a8 good lead article by L. Sprague de Canp on the
background to his Lrishna storigs - cobnlete with nap. This is int-
eresting,cven if you're not o Erishna fan,in that it gives a good
picture of how an owvthor builds up tie background to kic sterios. In
the sape 1gsug lark Clifton wiites 0 picoe entitled ’'Back to the
Eigh Rogad,Doys!’ ip uhich he glver bis reasons for the prosent
docline in good =i. In briel he feols that thore ls far %oo ouck
pendering to the popular toste -~ too nuch 2lick writing ord tos fou
originnl 1deas. Thought provoking despite the rather suceping gon-
eralizotions hg nokos. .fiong other itens is o food sunrary of the
past,presont ,ond probable feture of fantasy fiction by Rolort
Barbour Johason.
+2 = This l2suve has o eover by iorris Scott Dollens which is quite
gaod exoept for the foct that it looks a 1little botton heavy. The
lead artiele thic tino ic by Poul anderson and is called “Poper
Spaceship”. It containg the baekground infornation on his roeent
A3F serial “ife ilave Fed Qur Sea“. This is good for the sano reason
as the da Canp piece in F#l. To see hoy an author ¢reates his story
baskground is as good as5,if not better than,rocding the story iteelf.

Both iscues contoin reviews of btooka,and 2 has the boginnings
of' a Tairly good lettaer colvnn.
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ARA edited by George Scithors,box 52,Tatontown,New Jersey,(34.
photo-offsct;roughly monthly publication;sub. rates - single issues
20¢ or 2/-,1y or ?/- for S. Eritish agent 4lan Dodd,?7 Stanstead
Road ,Hoddesdon,llcrts.

AiR4 was originally devoted to Kobort lloward's Conan storles
but its scope hag now beer extended (o all like characters - the
idca is to covor all hereic fantasy. ilowogvor the Conan stories still
represent the focal poiot of the wegazine. One thing that you will
find with AMRA is that it contains come¢ first class art work by
such artiste 2z Dan Adkins,George Barr,Jin Cawthorn,Ceorgo Scithers,
and Juanita Coulson.

The current issue,;/10,contains two major articles,ono by
Spraguc dc Camp entitled "Eush". This is gbowt tho actusl histor-
ical kipgdon on vihich Howard's Kush wes bascd. This is only the
lgtest of a nunbgr of articlos by dc Cenp on tioward's work. Pothaps
hies most outstanding c¢ontribution is a dictionary of placcs and
persons involvod in the Conon storios giving not only the mecanings
of thew insidc tho storics dbut olso their probeblce dcrivation from
rcal life. This appeared in iszues 4,5,and 6 (which arc probably
=t111 availsble).

The other major artiele in ;A0 1s "....And Strange Sounding
Wanes" by lMarion 2Zimmer Bredley in wvhich she enthuses over the
ability of strange and exotic names to ezercisc a fascination over
our ninds and bring a story to life. To wind up a good issue Poul
Anderson writo:s on YIntroduction to o Sories of Tillers"” in which
he anncunces his intention of introducing the readers to seme Old
Norsc poetry which he has translated.

Copies of I'E:y FROVTIERS 1 and 2 and AR4 10 arc in the B3FA
livrary if you would like to look them over before declding
whether or not to gab.

SPECULATIVE REBVIE! edited by Dick Eney,417 Fort Itunt Roed,
Alexendria,Va. US4,

This is free op to and including #3. Tho reason for this is
that the Cfirst three issuwes are experinental and Dick doesn't feel
likc charging for them. This is actually a product of the .fashing-
ton SF Association but Dick fs the persen to contact., IF you want
it write and ask. ;2 contoins 3 revicu by Dick himsclf of “Phe Once
ard Futurc King” in which hc outlines hiz reasons for thinking thet
it is inferior to the original novels. Bill Evans then gives his
definitlons of sf and fantasy and proceeds to review sorte of the
current magazines in the light of these. Frankly I'm all in favour
of people delfining whet they mean by a tcrm before they usc it -
it nakes for less mis-underztandirg.

In a letter I've got before me now Dick rxplains the arrange-
pments he's made about subs for ;4 onwords. For this country its
3 for 2/-. The agent is Archie I'ercer,434/4 Yeuerk Road,North
Hykeharm,Lincoln. Iie anlso gererously offers a froc sample eopy to
any BSF4 mnomber who would like to look before ho leaps.

Incidontalily all of these people like to get lottars of
comment on their magazince co if you've got something to say,write!
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CENERAL
CHUNTERINGS

Ken F. Slater.

They're 8t it again....3PACE PRIS01,a Pyramid paperback priced
at 35 ¢ and retitled from Ton Codwin's novel "The Survivors', has
been issued 1n England with a 3/6 sticker on it....end so far none
of the thrac folk who automatically mail me o copy of eamch U3 pub-
lication as it agpcars hes sent me & con....ulso available are
ThE [iAD READER at 2/6,Tix TakCliT)iG HOROLS by C.li. ¥ornbluth and
STAR SF No.5,both at 2/6€....%Criginal® ZCIEHCE FICTICH STORIES
released in Britain this wonih,noted in the trade popers as o.l2
.v.oturned out to be the US cdition for llay,rutber stamped 2/-....
June BRE of ASF has the “Analog" title....best book buy I can re-
commend at the viomont i: the ieidenield and llicolson edition of
Jalter Miller's 4 CAITTCLE FUR LETBOJITZ,320 pages,16/-....nice
plainish dust wrapper,heavy boards,good cleoar printing - with a
couple of typos,I regret to say - and considercble rewriting from
the originol yarns published in FST....although no changes aave
been made 1n the basic thenes....neu naterial is additive but deossn’t
amend the old....JOIN THC PITTCOLi....new American megs....FEAR and
SHOCK....both digest,both 35 £, thc formor mostly original and tho
letter largely rcprint,both trying to raoplace "Weird Tales"....if
you like the genrre,I recommend theso....particularly the fornmor,
which docsn't seffer from the slight hangoveor of Yog Shuggoths
which is apparcnt in the latter....I also draw your attention{but
don’t noccessarily rocommend,as so far Tfvo not read eithor dissuc)
the hew Swan mag,'JEIRD AND OCCULT LIBRARY - both issucs 1 qnd 2 of
this ware out in tine for the Easter convention,but although it 1=
supposed to be a monthly T have yet to see & third....indexers will
have trouble wilh these,as the indax to Mo.l appears on the back
page of No.Z2,and vico versa....just to confuse things at loast onc
story listed|on the back pago of llo.2)as the sccond story in HNo.l
asctually appcars on page 53 of 1f0.2....I'11 leave the cthor porm-
utations on this crratic listing for other pecople to work over....
I'va agair had information that the Amcriean rcprint of llew ‘lorlds
has finiched....this timo with issue Fo.5....I'n inforned that
part of the reason for this wes the sterm of protest from Aucrican
fans ovor the lack of cradit to originel publication....as my
inforuation on this has twicc proved wrong,I*ll leave it at that.,.
...lhitaker are publishing at tie cnd of Iy o booklet covering
all papertacks in orint in U....priced at 2/6 this will be a
useful tool for the paperback collector and reader....should be
availeble from most newsogents and booksellers,....yours truly has
been out and avay for four days in each week since Easter,and is
a bit behind with the rmoll....bhoth writing and reading of....80
many snippots of ncwswhich chould be served hot will prokably turn

continued on page 3t
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FANZINE REPRINT S@pTION.

by
TAIN HacIAIN.
from OPERATION FANT.ST Summor 1953.

4t the turn of the millenium the Ueols chollengod the Horos
to o friondly {sic.)} match os part of tho Fcw Kiloycar Celcbrations.

Thoy suggosted the surfacc of Jupiter as a ploying~fiold(to
oliminate the waaklings),onc of the densor astoreids for ball,and
offerod the Heros cheice of cndg. faptain of the Heros,the re-
doubteble ¥. ¥innison,chosc the sonth polce and the two sidcs begon
to group forcos o rerc six nonths in advaneg¢. Thc Heros put thoir
really rugped typus on thoe curfeec,the others in inertialess Berg-
onhelm-driven vessals overhead.

As our reporter waz with the Hores' side,it 15 not possible
to doscriba,nor would it have boen possitle to describe,then or
c¢vor,ir any torms intclligadlc to the roaders' limited perceptlons,
tha dcvices and doploynents pdopted by the Iilghest of the Hocls,
Eieh of Ploor,ably sceondod by Ggolshggth and Ixtl. Suffice it to
rccord thet only tho last-ninute inventien by Chenning{ef Vonus
Equilatoral) of & squarc-vove circulorlty polarizsed porsonal ider-
tity rcsolvor with instentencous etomics saved thc Heros from the
uttor chaos causod by the inpumeroble cntitics ond images masquer-
ading anongst them ia honan form. Evon so,2n unsuspectod copplic-
atien lost the Horos the valuablo sorvicos of at lcast two
Gllbort Gossayns. 4n appeal to tho Unpiros wos uncnswerod.

Prceisoly on the microsocond,the boll paterialised on the
oquator of Jupiter, Excctly onc nicrescecond lotor it venishod
complotoly. The Horog would have becn baffled ot the oufsct but
for Worsel of Volantln,who,with ¢ mighty bellow of "It went thet-
oyy", thundarod lightly off into the methano-blizzerd with the
Heros' forwcrd pack ot his hecls.
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Uy this tinme Kinnison's long-ranpe detectors had located tho
ball wnder soveral thousond kilopctres of iron-hord ice IV just a
shori way south of the Red Spct. Liuncclot Bigg's Zxcavation Group
went for the boll with his disintegrators,with the Patrol holding
off the attoacking forces. Jorsel 2nd company,on tha ground,vcre
halted short by Coucrl's force,uho nadc short work of Peter van
Bugkirtk cnd his boys. Alreody slowing doun under the punichment of
16 gravitles,ot pinus 160 degrecs C thelr spoce-oxes Were as britn-
lc ns glass. Their rares ore to be found cngraved in purc uraniunm
in the Horos' EHoll of Rermcrberoncc. Only the fact that Worxscl's met-
obolism containcd no phosphorus saved hin. [fcanwhilc the patrol wos
baroly holding ite own ac a horde of [iwrkles nmateriolised in cUeYy
vessal in the flect and completely ruined the gunoers' ain.

Onc Code carncd the Glactice Iedal in that he was the only nan
in the obtire flecet whose morksnanship aever waverced. He continued
to shoot with inhuman accuracy while sweat poured froa cvery nm of
hie skin undor the intolcrablc itch that drove several hundreds of
his conrades insane. Just in tinc the Karres Junior Decontanination
Squad,lecd by Goth,telcported the Burkles con mascse into the centre
of Ggolshggth himsclf. His cuvmncnt is not recordcd.

By this tinc,L. Eiggs woe only & fow hundred kllometros into
the 1ec whon he discovercd that he hod been booby-trapped. The under
layors of ice were pure dovterium oxide and his disintogrator touch-
ed off the I to He reactlon: his neme iz to be found cngraved in
purc uranium in the Iicrog' liall of Rumeobrancce.

Fortunitely,the Hcros' Long-Dictonec Removile teom,G, Gosscoyn,
Lucky,ond the Leewlt hod monagod to get o PE.hold om the bsll. Un-
frortuictoly,Ixtl hod 1t fron the othcr side and they could got it
ne forther tiacn the surfoce. At thie point Copt. Jocclyn,toszing
off q drink,povder and all,snilcd & wecry ond twisted smilc,Cnd
saarled dbltterly “iJhot have I got to lose cnyhow? Come on,you space-
scun!™ and led in.a ralding parcty. By sheer specd and auvdacity hao

ct o tractor on the ball and whipped it fron the deodlock straight

nto the grasp of ‘orsel and his re-formecd forvward pack! OQwing to
gome slight hiteh in connunicatiens the LD Rorovals group were not
informed of thtic Impending nanccuvre. The Leewit and Lucky were
immcdiotely sent bock te basc Tox psychic repairs. G. Gosscym suff-
ered only o scvere hoodacho,but vas overhcard to remerk that his

own gide sccoed to have it in for him coxe tham the lools did! Quick
as a flach eane the retort from the groat Kinmison hipsclf "theda®
ya cxpeet,you v.V. typet”

By this timo the ‘forscl party werc snashiag Lhelr way relent-
lessly over the surfnec towards the cneny - er,sorry,opposing,gocl.
Screen oftor screcn of super-dupcer-drecdnoughts blasting their frr-
esistible way across the ghastly surface of Jupiter; mountain
ranges of flinty iec vyerc only tcoporary obstocles. Tho ground for-
ccs drogged themscelves through formnaldchydo bogs,ond annonic storms
slashed down upon them. Jith ficndish ingcouity the Eieh od Ploor
engoged them ot this point,ond the heat of bottlo catalysed the
arrioniz Formaldchyde mixture into 2 Tesin and stoppod them dedd. A
young fallow ngmed Britthousc rcarned hinself innortality - he forced
his tracked vehiele to keep nmoving iong after all others had scized
solid. Ee was eventually halted by the blovting up of his atonie
notor. lils name is to be found engraved in pure uranium in the Heros'
Hall of Rencmborancc. 24



ot this wopent thc Hulls descended en masse. Fortunately
Kinnison waz prepered;at o giver cipgnal every moac in the forward
line vas teleported intoc the battle-wagons overhead,end the entire
fleet descended on the battlefield and wiped tie oredo clean in a
blaze of iitorelly stellar intencity. He soved hils forwyard ling,but
lost the bell. Ixtl had it holf-uay to the defendors' goal when the
two Gosseyne,operating simultancously,grabbed it. Backod by iforsal
and the Karres Junier 3quad they houled it back and flung It towords
the Heols' citadol. Yinnisor had learpcd his leseon,cnd kept his
operators off the ground. Alnost oa their objcetivo,tho leros
found the gonl coppletely ringed by eoffepring of the Leach. An
appcal to the Unpirec wacs unansucred.

Then began the bust bitter ond deadly struggle in the history
of Galactic sport. The Keros held the ball,but cculd not reach the
Eeels' gual. The Heels held their goal,but could not get the ball.
The hotter the battle,tho factor grew the Leaches. laulers,blasters,
disintegratore,A-bopbs,H-tonbs,and HA-boubs; the Leaches devoured
them oll in voracious glee,and grew,and grew,and grew - AID CREW!
“By the great block brogs-bound elews of Klono!" roorod Kinnison
"We have only to kecp thilc vp to nake them 2s big as Jupiteri™,
"Analysing the situation as a cimple cvent 1n the space-tine conte
inuun the upprapriate cerceral - as opposcd to thalmic - response,*
suggostod G. Gossoyn,”1s te ctop Tighting". Fortunatoly,a pink-
cheoked,youngish oedic by thc odd name of 0.D. Lethuselah was able
to stave off the agoplexy which threcatoned to deprive the Heros of
their leader at thls poment. Stoggering under the load of brumide,
the redoubtable old warrior saw that the sugrestion was indeed a
likely strategem. At hiz command the [ieros® forces retired to their
own cide of tho equator and left the Feels currcunded by a solid
ring of voraecious ond nuitiplyingz lLeaches. lMowever,TZich of Plnor
hed not been idle; using the nega-bonbs invontod ty the Horos in an
ocarller cacounter,be began feeding the Leaches with them. Naturally,
the Leaches began to shrink.

“"Feced "em!" roarcd Winnison,™Pcod the brutes!™ Agaln the Heros
plicd the boams-and benbg,but the Luaches #till shronk vnder the
gigontle mecol of nego-bonbe which the Heels werc peurlns into thom.
Soon the Horos began hurling ir asteroids and planctoids - to this
thc Hoels replied by feedirg in negotive chunks of space from in-
sidc thc Cool-3cck MHebula,shipped along o sub-spotial P.17. trans-
temporal tube. Roused to fury,linnison tossed in the =maller sat-
ellites of Jupiter;“I'1ll ctrip the nmeons from cvery planct in the
Systoni™ hc bollowcd.

Back in Bosec Hospital,a weok ond siclkened warrior,with tho
scode of dcoth leng provwing im his radio-active bloodstrcom,clutch~
¢d his eomnmunicator in translucent bluc-glowing fingers and whisp-
crcd a feow words to the great Y.K. beforo dying witk o bitter snile
drawn tightly cerose hiz chulk-soft tccth. (Hi= panc bas been eng-
raved in urchiun on the walle of the Heros Tell of Rencoberonce),

"Contra-Tcrrenc!” howled Kinnison,"Tctch up the 3cctae aster-
pidl" Cloan into the centre of the cppalling helocpust ringing the
Heels' goal they flung it. But at the lazt holf milli-microsccond
Ixtl made a gigentice cffort and twitched the ball from the grasp
of the P.K. forwards ond rc-natorialiscd it plumb in niddle of tho
Horos' goal. Simultancously the Sectco bonb hit the Leach and the
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subsogquont inconceivebly,unimeginably violont concussion blasted
tha Heels' ontiro forec elear out of normal spacce-time,down their
sub-spatial P.K. plpa-line to - wherce?

It hes nover boon dotermined,but lot it be knoun that,polsed
diractly over tho south pola of Jupitor tho ball - strangoly trans-
formed - still romnins. It is a perfoctly smooth sphero of danse
metal,it hums slightly to itsclf,it rcmaine rigidly in its posit-
ion,ond nolther tractor-benms,nor pressor~beems,nor mathane gales
or ecnrnonia storms,or any other faree or power koown t¢ monkind can
cause 1t to deviato by a fraction of an LngstrBn unit from its

osition, Doos it contain - locked 1ip its corc - tho ossoncecs of

xtl,of Couorl,of Ggolshggth,of tha Rulls and the Hurkles and the
3ic¢h of Ploor? Do the Nine of Boskone plot to ssceps,within that
prison?

No-one knows,but the Galaxy is strangely dull,and Kinnison,
and Gosssyn,and the Leewit have beaen observed to look silstfully
towards old One-Pole Jupiter,as 1f perhaps sone day a way night be
found +.ee0e

All thet remains is to record the only conmunication ever teo
be rTeceived from the Unpireos boforc thoir groat ochoing vassal
doparted for the iabsoluto Elsowhero.

It sald:

"YOURS IS TLE SCVAGRal. YOU CAN KEEP IT!*




——ROOK REVIEWS———

This is intended to ba o regular column contoining book revieus.
Roviowers aro indicated at the end of each review. ./hen subnitting
rcvicus ploaso stote whother you wish it to be sigrnod uith your
full nano,initials or pot ct gll.

TEE TRUE BOOK OF SPACS by Lcnnoth Johns Frodorick tiuller 8/64

This pocket-sizod book is on¢ of a long serice (on about 9Q
aubjects from Aireraft to aninals) written for the juvonilo mar-
kot. Kennoth Johns,as nost Vector roaders vill know,is the corp-
oTato person-lity of Hon Bulner and John llcwnon,and thoy hava
groduocd ap oxc¢ellont lityle publication., I doubt If it will tell

he pajority of fans anything now,but it is uwritten cntertainingly,
¢loarly aend compctcntly., Ono c¢haptor hus so meny postibilitios
nontionad in it - & now idca for ocach paragraph - that it is
vorth buying just for tho stinulation ¢ontained tharoin,let alore
a3 a roforonco book.

It is 1llustroted in a fashion nuch batter than is usual for
this scries,by iArthur Thomson (aton),as was to be oxpeoted from
such an illustrator.

I can rocomnond this as o roforoncc book for cdulta and,if
you'vo got children,for the basis of c library(together with the
other books in tho sorics).

Joy IZ. Clarko.

THZ FALTASTIC UNIVERSE OLITIEUS oditod by fans Santgsson
Prontico-kKall 5.95

This onnibus has boon ¢ollocted by the oditor of the snerican
SF pagazine,FallT.3TIC UITTVERSZ,fron tha lost four years' public-
ntions. Unfortunntoly,FU bas now bocn foldod by tho now owners,
so that z2nyonc who 1s interosted In seigneo fantasy would bo woll
cdvisod to get thils book whilo It is still availablo.

Flrst of all,for looks alonc,thls 15 onc of thc nost
attractivo books I hava socn arong 3T anthologics. Tho layout
woulgunuko e vant to rcad is,cvon if I didn't have o soft spot
for .
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Thero are ... stories in the colleetion,a mi..ed baten by both
well-known nanes aand comperatlve neweoncrs.: Lester dcl Roy,in his
introduction,scys ho likes scicnoe fantasy,but blandly romarks
that only onc megazino in tho riold oponly admits to publishing
such storics in its titlo (FU). Hc ie obviously compleotely ignor-
ing tho British fiald,for nothing oould imply tho publication of
scioncofontasy more than the Nova publication,Scicnco Fantaay.
That quibblec aside,howovor,dol Roy discourses very fairly.

This collccetion gives a strong insight to the cditor's char-
actor for tho rocurront thomo throughout thcesc stories is tho
idea that humans arc not alone in poscscssing the *humanitiest. 4
robot or what-have-you, just becouse it is not humen,docs npot
nacessaTily lack what,for wont of a bottor word,ono could torm n
‘soul', In othor words,things too can have foelings.

iMhile FU nover reachod top plaoe in the SF ficld, it was 4
consistent zine,never very bad,oftsp with flashes of brilllance.
Its policy allowed it to publish stories that the top zines often
could not accopt because of their thome. This is reflected in the
omnibus.

Only two British authors aro represontod,both by humorous
stories. Arthyr €. Clarke’s THE PACIFIST is onc of his Vthite Hart
tall storios (ono of tho botter ones) whercas A. Bertram
Chandler's FALL OF ITTICGHT is merely & build up to a shockor of a
pun.
Anongst tho storios by dnmoricans,Blochts 4 YAY OF LIFE will
appcal strongly to thosc who ore "faaans',for 1t iz bascd on tho
possibllity that,after a nuclear world war,fandor will becomo
the ruling political party. Istac Aslmov is recprosontod by his
woll-lovod story which introduced Robbio the Robot - FIRST LAW.
Tho Avram Davidson BOUNTY HUNTZR is a rchash of an old theme: it
is woll written but §s not o good example of this authorts werk.

Porhaps the bost story in tho bock is THE UTRED HORW by
Dorothy Selisbury Davis. She has a loss syrupy style than
Bradbury but an oqual facility with words. Tha mood of this story,
ona of tho longer onos in the book,is beautifully presentod and
the book i well worth its prico for this,tho Clarke and tho
Silvarberg storlos alonc. 3ilvorborg wrltos o grim story basod
ozaln on after-tho-nuclear-var possibilitiog(this timo connibal-
ism) and 1t is for suporior to oany of his potbollers in AST.

Sam Moskowltz's THE GOLDEM PYRAI'ID rcpresents,with Sprague
do Camp's A THING OF CUSTOLi,humor from the smcrican anglo,and in
my opinion ig a bettar story from tho humor =ido than do Camp's.
A3 is usual with do Camp stories,i THIHG OF CUSTCL is marked at
points with invisible placards on which are subliminally printed
the words “laugh here". This it tho fault of writing to o formula
and it is very obvious in this story.

othor authors represcnted are larry Harrison,Folix Boyd,if.
Campbell Gault,Henry Slesar,David C. Knight,Larry 1I, Harris,Tudy
Herrill,llyrle Bencdiet,Herlan Ellison and ¥illiom Tonn.

Tho book is rounded out stith two ninor picees which I foel I
ought to bo ablc to plage,but which do not ring a bell. Notos are
at tho beginning ond end of thc beok (on the flora and fauna of
Yonus) by Vithaldas i, 0'Quinn. T fecl as 1f I'm on the outskirts
of g joke that,if I only think hord cnouvgh,will make mo laugh too.
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An intriguing idea for scene-setting,anyway.
This is the best neu anthology to be published in the pazt

three or four years a:ad I highly recourend it
Joy E. Clerke.

BRICHT vHOEIIIX - by iarold I'esd. Dallantine Hooks 35¢ also Corgi
Books {G3704) 2/6d

The blurb on the back of this pocket-book elains that I'ecd is
the successor to Jobn Vyadbhon end Arthur €. Clarke as TiIZ Britich
author. How Lead is good,but as yet he's not that good. This book
fails in a way thot i+s so often seon in sf yarnc of any length,
and is particularly noticcable in the writing of British authors,
for instonce Aldiss,Bulmer ond Tubb,

These suthors start very wcll,lovinﬁly zcene-setting and de-
lineating their charactera with care,whilst building up the basic
preaises. Everything Soes Tine uatil two-thirds the way through
when they suddenly reallse either that they have & deadling to
moct or that they've got to end the baok sonchowr and therc's no
blood-and-thunder action in it. Ioncdietly cverything becomces
slap-bang and tho story 1s rolled up Lln a score of poges in a
manner completoly allen to the beglmrning. This folling often pre-~
vents Pritish authors from being porc widely occleined. Veither
Vyndham nor Clarke do this,and,if liead can overcome 1it,he may
stand a good chance of reaching the standard the publishers clain
for bhin.

BLIGIT PROEET.. reninds rie in style of Stewart's Earth Abides,
a book which 414 not fpll dovn Bt the end,and one which is too
little eppraciated thesa days. BRICIT PIOCNIX ic & post-nuclear-
war story,with the nainlenders deciding to colonise an island with
speclnlly developed hunans who are alnost superbuneén. Unfortun-~
ately,they are alsa superhumanly colious,and the sympathies of the
protagonist ,John Waterville,and the readers gradually swing to
the natives. This is,s0 far as I know,llead's first appearance,
and it 1s worth getting in spite of its faults.

Jay ¥, Clarke.

BRIEF ilOTES.
redoriek Huller ILtd. are now publishing paper-back sf under
the genoral heeding of CREST BOOI'S ai 2/6d each.
now available -~
"From the Eaerth to the ifoon - and a trip round it™
by Jules Verne (introduction by Willy Lley)
(This is stated to he o moderniscd gbridgnant)
ready by thc end of July -
“The Star of Life* by Ednond Hamilten
“Yo Place on Earth" by Loris Charbonncou
Thaesa books will probably be reviewcd 1r VICTOR 9.

Books reviewed here.and any other sf you might wont,cen be
obtained from - Fentast (ledway} Ltd., 75 Nerfolk Street, lfishech,
Canbs .
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*First o few notes on how this letter-colusn is golng to te
TUn - any c¢omments by ne will be denoted by having the star sign
at either end. These remarks will be at the end of a letter unless
abgolutly necessary. Jhat actually sess print will be exosrpts
fron letters,i carn’t print all of each lotter for obvious reasons.

Brian Jordan,86 Piccadilly Rond,Burnley,Lancs.

I like photolith repro;but with o ponge that size,the effect
is far inferior to a dsceat duplicated Job.

If you have no frontcover illog in keeping with the nature
of the napgozine,I'd suggest a good printed one if you ¢an afford
it - with ggogd typography,you vouldn't need an ilio. Feiling that
one of the elactronic stencil inmitations of print that the dupar
rfirns gre wont to flaunt as sanples.

“On. the Bea¢h".... but why shouldn't a bird fly over a rad-
iation-struck area ¢ Radloactivily ish’t TEAT deadly.

Lettercol....thara were letters left cut this tipe ? Like
vow! and Oh,Doc,if only I'd known the Ceironymous nachine vould
Qo that! I've got o chanistry practical coning up in e fortnight,
and...!

Sorry no comnent on newslatter - by tho vay,two staples at
the edges are no good = try either throe or just one at the top.

Chris 1:11ler,44 Vhoatclose Road,Barrow-in-Furnees,Lanes.

I think that I'.1 could do with a staple half-way dovn the
spine as well as at top end bottor. This ie however a ninor point.

The 1deal offiocer syston ac I sec 1t is for emch officer to
have a doputy who would take ovor the post at tho ond of the yoar
and 2 new deputy apnolnted. Tach deputy woeld sec the ¢orraspond-
ance his/her superier handles so that uhen he/she conmes to tako
ovor tho now officor is foanillar ¢ith tho details for tho past
yoar and c¢an teke over quite casily. a5 it 1s irpractical for
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every letter to have its carben sent to the deputy I would suag-
est that the two have tepe conversatlons at least once a month and
at the same tins thet the carbons be sent. A mesting boetwecn the
two would be bottor but thic,of course,is difficult to arrange. In
this way the deputy would be quite well trained by thc time he/she
tokos ovor.

Mover having rced a fonzine (isn't it shoeking!) I carn't
¢omment as to whethar VECTOR looks lile one or not.

I think ¥.l is groat and a good idca. Any monthly connunjc-
ation helps to remind ono thet thc essociation still oxists. At
any rate I feel that things erc still geing,that I am a aonber of
a LIVE organisatlon.

*Tp settlo the staplo quostion first - two are cnough if
properly placed - ¢ tho way from top and botton. lioat gcoplo have
nevor soch a fanzine Chris,its not shockinz at all gus nornal. If
{ou want to sec somo writo to Pator lhbe{ at the 11 rary aud ho'll

¢ glad to scnd you e couplo of sanples to looll at,thats what the
librery's for.*

Ken Cheslin,18 Hew Farnm Road,Stourbridgs,iforca.

ON TES BEACH...This I dony 1s 8 mood film. T saw it recently
and after the buildup it got I expeoted to see & halfway decont
pieturs,lt was hell.

Oh I don't deny that the plot is 4 yesrs in the future,ox
that Atonigeddon is fleetingly portraled.

The main theme of this filn is the "love interest”, Heck ir
this is suppesed to show the horrors of an atom wer they sure havs
nade a meas of 1t. I thought the idea vwas to frighten people,nake
them realise how bad the noxt wer could be,but this darn film is
wishy washy in the oxtreme. 4part Ifrom the hero lookimz half dead
most of the time the film is practically burzting with life,we have
one little speach,maybo half a dozen lines,ir which the sciontist
declaros that the “world is doomed”,all this docs is scrvo as a
cuc for a sacond ratc actress to have unconvincing hystorics. The
scenes of the opmpty citics,wcll all you sao 1s lots of well pres-
orved houses and streets,enpty streets with rubbish and paper bowl-
ing happlly along them,no destruction even tho' thils is the late
3an Francisco and a darn worthwhile torget for a bomb,and renerb-
er all this is supposed to be after anm gll-out atom war.

In my opinion the whole film is,os & werning agalinst atonic
warfare,worse than usless.

*The troubls with "On the Peaoh" i that the npakers wanted

eople to identify themcelves with the choracters so as to get
Ehair nessage across. Unfortunatly people don’t identify with
characters who behave bsdly,ss uould many in the situation port-
raeyed,hence the love interest and the gquiet plot. Iy wain thought
on the film was ~ this 1s the way I'd like the human race to be-
have but,people who behave like this in thie type of situation
probably wouldn't get into 1% in the first place. The thing 1s
they just lay down and let things Toll over then. This is just not
hov: thes human race behaves. The loast that I would expect would
be o frantic rush to build undorgrouad hidoawvays to it it out in.

31



Of couvrs¢e I was definatly pet off beforc coolng the fllm sineo I
don't beliovo in deterrants at all - man 1s whore ha 1a becausc
nothing has cver doterod hio.¥

Arthur Yeir,Prinroze Cottage,Jestonbirt Village,lr. Tetoury,Glos.

VECTOR 7 ... General production - really beautiful -I was
very sorry indeed to read,in the newslestter,trat thls method is
too expensive for use in the succeeding numbers,could we hove act-
ual oost figures for thiz and a normal duvped VECTCR,in the news-
letter,please?

GLEERAL CIULNTELIIG - good es always. I wonder hov many of our
readership roalize that Ken Slatexr is a very clever man. Thigs kind
of apperently disconnected cacual jottlng is very dirficult indeed
to do so6 that it holds the rcader all the tine as his does?

THE ARTS AlD TEC FUTURE - I dizagroe with !losdell here., I'm
not conpetent to discuss painting,but as regards the others how
about the following 3~
Poets - kow about Auden and C.Day Lewis.

Sculpture - Ko objection to Epstein,but how about the Yugoslaov
Ilestrovi¢e « he can do what Epstein can't,and that is finish off
his work smoothly,without finiching all tho life out of it.

lusle - Stravinsky hos written himself out,and his latter works
are most disappointing;but how about Jacques Ibert (¢onstently
lively and refrashing),Villa-Lobos,Cion Carlo Fenotti the opers
composer and Our own Benjamin Britten and Ednund Rubbra. Also the
Slovak composer Eugen Suchon,who is a c¢oolng man.

SF - I van’t sec Tolkien with anything in common with Swift -
Tolkien's wide charity is the greatest possible contrast to Swift's
morbld cruslty - or with Verne,who was a scientific and englneer-
ing journalist. I quite ogree that “The Lord of the Rings" is a
najor masterplece,though if you went a Russian comparison I'd
choose Chekbov sooner than either Tolstol or Dostoyovsky. How
about Jemes ithito and John Bruanex?

LETTER COILIL: - As usual Patrizio’e is the bost in it. Uhon 1s ho
going to writo us an artieclc? It should be woll worth roading.

*Soveral people have asked about relative costs, Unfortunatly
I can only give you & genoral idoa at tho nonont ac Itve only
socond-hand infornation to g¢ on. Its approximatly just undor
twico that of duporing. I likc tho idca nysolf but oaly If we ¢an
do it largor. On this subject I had a talk with Ken Slator esbout it
{ho having oxporlcneo with it when he ran Operation Fantast) and
he rackoncd that it was not vorth delng for e ¢irculation of lass
than one thousand.*

*THE ARTS otc. - I'd likc to add two artists{littlc krown a%
present) Thomas Arncl of Denmark and Carl Grumwald of Germany -
both doing work roninisccnt of that of Bosch tho' not auito so
fantastic, ™

¥Lettercol copmont - well what about it Joe 27

Jonn King,593%86 J.T. Tiing J.,Accounts Sectlon,RAF Klnloss,Forres,
liorayshire,Scotland.
VECTOR - I think that I will be in agreenent with all the
menbers when I say that the format ic excellent - but that tiny
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print!

I expect that there are quito a few members who,given the
chance,would like to try thoir hands ot writing for publication.
A saries of articlos by established authors,dcaling with the basiecs
of tho art - plot,charactorisation ote.,would bo very useful,
Also if you could persunde some sf writers (Brlan Aldiss,John
Brunncr cte.} to write about thelr own individual approachos to
tho necdiun. 4nd how about soncthing ty Ted Carnoll on the things
thaet ho looks for when cditing IE/ “JORLO3 and SCIEICE FAITPASY.

*Thanks for the 1d-cac Tohn,T'll do my best.*

Fred Hunter,)3 Freefield Road,Lerwick,Shetland Isles.

The 3ecretery states in her report that the nmenbsrs have com-
plalned in the past that VBCTOR looked too muc¢h like a fanzine and
not enough lirxe an official organ. That's bad? It nust be borne
in mindthat the DSPA eannot as yet be classed as a wealthy orgean-
feation and to produce a gquarterly publication at an uneconomic
cost geons & bit loopy. I saw nothing wrong with the duplicated
versions of VECTOR cxeept that the dupering was slightly feulty
on occasion.

The type slze in VECTOR 7 was a bit hard on the eyes at first
espacially to a shortsighted btod like youres truly who only stops
short of dofring his hat to lagp-posts.

Doc. Weir's article on "Xacapisn and Fentosy® was exception-
ally interesting. !iind you,I don't agree that the majority of st
readers 40 so Tor esoanpist reasons. I read sf because I LIE it;
becauce it is,for the most part,highly imeginative and readablo.
Then occasionally you run ncross the story which really jolts the
rcader and causes doop thought. I don't grab an sf story and
immedistely identify nysclf with the hero,eventually coning back
with a thud to this wecary,wcary world of unplcasant roality. Tha
world,goodness knovus,is ip a protty touchy state politieswisc but
it isp't all THAT bad.

I do,however,really appreciate stories which aro logleal in
regard Yo the probeble outcome of current hsppanirngs. and I go
along with Doc. Welr's statoment that “puro" sf hes usually con-
ocrned itself too little with moral and cthical thonos 2nhd probloms.
A astoedy flow of the typc of storios listed in tha artiele would
meko my sf rcading that much wore cnjoyable.

Torry Jecaves! maep. roviows orc good(tho GALAZY cditor must
love him) but aforcmontioncd T.J. scems also to heve jomped on tho
"Letg-Kick-A3F Vagon¥. Scems 1like 'psi’ hoe bocome a dirty word
in sf eircles.

Tho Trcasurcr's Report was sgain most illuninating and e
mestarpiece of conciscness. Archiec has done a good job and I think
bis rotiral from the post of Treasuror should be narked with a
prosontation of gomc sort for a devotion outside the normal call
of duty.

Ong peint I'd like to comment on right away 13 the deelsion
to lower the membership fee. Personally I consider the Library
Service alono to bo worth o £1. I'vo had stacks of megoazinos fron
the Library in the littlc over a yoar and a bhalf I*va beon a
nombor. And talking of tho Library,I'd like to givo a big hand to
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Peter liabey for the excecllent service he has provided.

Apart from the Library,though,l think I'vs had e quid'’s worth
of interest and fun and I wouldn't have minded at ell if the
membsrship fee had been raised to 30/- or even £2. Not that I'm
rolling in noola but & quid or two these days 1s hardly worth talk-
ing about., It's only money,after all.

*That smell type was my rain conplaint about VECTOR 7 ss well.
*Pai’ has beooma & dirty word because Campbell has used it as an
axouse to publish some of the worst stories ever to appear in ASF.
Your pats on the back for sirchie and Peter duly scconded in this
querter.*

Fenneth Hoare,50 Eensal Road,Paddington,london,.f.10.

Firstig f thi the reproduotion Prodess uzed wuds exrrencly

Eood,as acldlly as it reduced the nn?azine to a handy pocket siZzs.
pity that it cannot be made economical(perhaps a recruitment
drive is called for?).

Why this thing that keeps ¢ropping up about sf being indef-
ineble? It can be defined quite simply ac ‘Literature which deals
with chonges,or the effocts of changes,such ns the human race has
not,t¢ the best of our knowledfe,experienced up to the present day’.

Occult fietion is thus elininated since it is based on already
existing legends. It is more difficult to distinguish between sf
and fantasy fiction,but the faect thet figures and animals which
commonly appear in legend alczo appear in fantzsy would seenm to
exclude 1t more or less from the definition.

On the whole it was a good lssue but could we have more long-
1sh articles like that by Doc. lfeir?

"Reorultment drives are always called for! As for your def-
inition of sf - I admire your courege in daring to try! Anyone
want to argue with Ken on this point 7 If I get longlsh artlicles
I'11 print them.*

Joe Patrizio,72 Glenvarlooh Cresocent,Edinburgh S.

Now to comment on VECTOR 7. Of course the most s¢riking thing
about it thls time is the diminutive size and the professional
look of it. It's untortunate that all future issues wont be done
by the same process.

In her cditorial Bobbie Gray brought up the point that many
B3FA members have no intorest in fanzinos,boing only intorostod in
sf. I fool that thia may imply,to people who have never seen a
fanzine,that sf has no plece in these nags.,and although this seems
to be the case for some it would be wunfortunate if members thought
this of all fanzines. Actually I'm arguing along these 1lines be-
ocauge,with the same post as VECTOR,I received a copy of 'Specul~
ativa Review’ from Dgck Eney. This is a fanzine which discusses
af in a serious and entertaining manner,without including any of
the non-sf articles and stories we are used to in other fanzines.
I would thoroughly recommend 'Speculative Review' to sll R3F4
nembers,fap and non-fan alike.

Doe¢. Weir's article was,as usual,extromoly interesting. The
point ebout sf boing escapist was teken,but I have olways boon of
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the opinion that nearly all literature is ¢:scaplist to soms extent,
or perhaps I should say nearly all fiction. Even 3hakespeare’s
pleye can bo read as escapist literature if one can fot over the
slight language difficulty. Jtories can contain in thoir plots
socia)l problerts and the like and s$ill bo eccaplist. Surely liter-
ature can be escanist at the time of rcading and =tlll give food
for thought and dlscuscion later. As for the rest of Doc's articls
T morce or loss agrec with him,alithough I thiek that he comes up
agginst the usual difficulty of the defipnition of &f and where it
aiffors from fantasy.

Gerry liosdell's article on the Arts was o moet interesting
end provocatvive cne. I dlssgree with him that Ticasso is the only
great artist of our day;if one councentrates on hls surrcalistic
work then Dali must also be sure of innortality. The list of sf
writers he gives 15 notable for the absence of the nane Sturgeon,
who is a better wrifer than all of those listed,with tho cxcoption
off Tolkion, Ono artform thet was left out was architecture,and
this one is probably discusscd moro than any other todey. Although
modorn architecture is often compared wunfavourably with the anciont
surely nobody can deny that rany nodern boildings are works of art,
and that men like Frahk Lloyd Wright ere true artists.

This newsletter ic a great idea end ic long overdus., Mith an
orgonisation like the DSFi & guarterly nag. gives too tenuous a
connection betweer members.

Kein topic in the newsletter was changes in the constitution
50 here are one or two thoughts of mine.

I like El1a's idea thaet the chairmap should be a sort of
steblising,or connecting,force held over from the previous years
comnittee. I'm sure it would help & great deal towards settling
the new comnittee into their newly ecqulred jobs.

Tor actual constitutional changes,the method that I would
like to see adopted would be that anybody who wonted a change
would have %o send his proposal,along with the pames of two second-
ers,to the comnittee,and this propesal would ve printed in VECTOR
or the newsletter. The noxt netisletter {or two) would contain the
mein argunonts for and against,and then voting would tako placc.

on tho ather hand proposals could bs put forward as they are
now = by latters to you,but this method hae no pguarantee that the
proposals will see the light of day,ac you aro(rightly) in comp=-
lete oharge of VZCTOR,and dccjdce what goes in. Ry the first ncthod
tho proposals be printed.

Another possible constituticnal chenge concorns OVersous
nenbors. Thoro havo boon gsomo ¢omplaints from ovorscas monbers
that thcy should have full veting powers,so T would suggost that
if thoy so proforcd,oversoas nembors should have the optien of
paying thoir proscnt subscription and not be ablc to vote,or pay-
ing the full subseription and have full voting powors.

¥\s you may havo noticed 'Speculative Review' featurcs in tho
FYT c¢olumn. On the future of the arts how about the cinena as an
artform - and Disney and Chaplin as two of its greatest exponents?
And,on the subject of nusic,how about the composers of what seens
to be nodern folk music,Cole Porter,Gerswin ¢to.?

Tour suggestion for the procedure for constlitutional changes

35



by post is a good one. However the suggostion about overscas mop-
bers is not so good as even if they con vote they are still not
full members since they cannot({for obvious reasons) be cligiblo
for committcc posts.™

John Challonor,20 Windernere Road,Cheltenhan,Glos.

I'm not too sure that electing the conmittee b{ post is the
best answer. You see not all of us linows overyone elsc personally
50 may 1 suggest thet the postal wvote be for those vho cannot
attend the Con? Possibdle,but it might get conplicated.

®ihatever iz suggestod the same problen arises - the meombers
don't know one another well enough to «aow how best to vote. Only
the fan members have much contact with cone snother. This is
actually the stato of affairs that the BSFA can alter. Thosc
sharing the same interosts should band togother. As a start I
sugzgest that all menbors ook down tho membership list and saa if
any of tho other membors live near,if so then write. Latur or you
could,perhaps,arrange to ncot. Writing is all vory woll but there's
nothing to beat a face to face gabfost nbout o mutunl intgrost,*

JEALSOHEAROFLON .

Phil Rogers who mentions thet ho reccived VECTOR 7 on the
24%h of iay and found that thc dozdlinc wes the 85th ! Sorry Phil,
It was a bit of a rush,better next time T hopo. Dven so lottors arae
acceptablo up to the timce I start cubtting tho steneils - tho',of
course, the oarlier thoy arrivo the bettcr. hlso Terry Jeovos with
the messoga that hc hopos to gob back to normal activity aftcr his
narriage and honcynocon. ifc‘ll bo glod te soc you back uhon you can
manngo it Torry.

GUNERLL CHULTSRIKCS {eont.)
up next issue,all cold and distasteful....but to sumnerise books
rocently out in England....or to copc 2000....2 ncéw dyndhan, TROUBLE
WITH LICHEli,at 13/6;TEE DEEP BLUZ ICE by Langston Day ot 1G/-3UISH
I3 DEAD by David West at LE/6;TIT VILLAGE THAT VAKDERZD by Surrey
Smith at 12/6;Leiber's THZ CRIIN VILLEMIU,llerwin's KILLER TO
COKE,and 3lurgeon's E PLURIBUS UDICORY, all from Abelard-Schumon
at 12/6,10/6,80d 3/6 rospecfively. HE DRAGOV IN TIZ SEi by Frank
Herbert 13/6,and CURE FOR DLATE by Victor Valcntine at 15/-....
there are also gquite a feow precising paperbacks if you cast a
glance ovar the beookstalls....in the Juno isesue of FOLST mention is
made of a2 forthcoming tweo-part novel by Alfred Bestor....the two
Ziff-Davis mags scem t6 bo making & detormined effort to chall-
ango tho remaindor of the ficld,and are corteir to bo ip third and
fourth placcs in popularity 1f tho prosent wpward trend continucs
at tho samo specd....sorte crud still gots in,but I could name mope
in which the quoantity of crud is vaster....some recent issuos of
03F3 and Futuro,f'rinstanco....soid nags are in susponsion by the
woY....although British reprints ney drift through aonother issuc
or two....all for now.

KFS
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